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390 Notes and Queries. 

Wallin, Benjamin, was the author of a volume of " Lectures on 
Primitive Christianity" printed at Wilmington, Delaware, in 1801. It 
is a small octavo of four hundred and ten pages, and is made inter- 
esting hy the long list of subscribers' names and addresses (eight pages 
in double column) prefixed to it. A Eichard Wallin married in 1760 
Catherine Shippen (daughter of "Gentleman Joe"), but Keith's "Pro- 
vincial Councillors" does not mention any issue of this marriage. 

Brunhilde. 

Charles Willson Peale's Country-Seat, Belfield. — The fol- 
lowing is all that remains, or is legible, of the inscription on an arbor 
or summer-house built by Charles Willson Peale at his country-seat, 
Belfield, near Germantown. I have an impression that in some book of 
travels I have seen the text of the whole. Can any reader of the Penn- 
sylvania Magazine supply the missing portion ? 

" Let me be thankful ; let me meditate on the past, the present, and 
the future : 

"Meditate . . . which perform their revolutions in prescribed pe- 
riods : on the changes and revolutions of the Globe which we inhabit, 
the wonderful variety of animals inhabiting the Earth, the Air and 
Waters ! Their immense number and diversity ; their beauty and deli- 
cacy of structure; some immensely large, and others gradually descend- 
ing into a minuteness almost eluding our sight even when aided by the 
microscope ! All, all have ample support." T. S. 

A Bell and Two Cannon presented to Huntingdon, Pennsyl- 
vania, 1798 (Penna. Mag., p. 259). — The two cannon were kept on the 
Court^House grounds, then in Third Street, between Penn and Alle- 
ghany, and were used in firing salutes on public occasions. The bell 
and cannon were destroyed many years ago. J. S. A. 

Gottlieb Mittelberger's Journey to Pennsylvania in the 
Year 1750 and Beturn to Germany in the Year 1754, 
containing not only a Description of the Country according to its 
Present Condition, but also a Detailed Account of the Sad and Un- 
fortunate Circumstances of most of the Germans that have emi- 
grated or are emigrating to that Country. Translated from the 
German by Carl Theo. Eben. Philadelphia, 1898. 129 pp. 
" Gottlieb Mittelberger's Beise nach Pennsylvanien im Jahr 1750" 
was published in the year 1756 at Stuttgart, two years after his return 
to Germany. While a resident of the Province he was employed a 
greater part of the time as organist of the St. Augustus Lutheran 
Church at the Trappe and tutor in its parochial school. He also gave 
private lessons in music and the German language. The author's prin- 
cipal object in writing his book was to expose the frauds and outrages to 
which so many German immigrants to this Province were compelled to 
submit at the shipping port, on shipboard, and on landing. He gives 
his own experiences and what he witnessed in detail, together with 
much which he had gleaned during his residence here. 
His observations about the country, the manners and customs of the 
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inhabitants, and civil and religious affairs are in many respects curious 
and original, and will interest if they do not impress the reader with 
their faithfulness. Appreciating the value of this rare little work as a 
contribution to the history of Pennsylvania, Mr. Joseph Y. Jeanes had 
it translated into English and a limited edition published. It is printed 
in the finest style of workmanship on superior paper and neatly bound 
in cloth with gilt top. Copies may be obtained of Mr. J. J. McVey, 
No. 39 North Thirteenth Street. 

The History of the Wagenseller Family in America, with 
Kindred Branches. By George W. Wagenseller, A.M. Middle- 
burg, Pennsylvania, 1898. 235 pp., illustrated. Price, $3. 
We are probably indebted to the increasing influences of the Penn- 
sylvania German Society for the publication of the numerous genealogies 
of German families who settled in this Commonwealth during the last 
century, and in particular those who founded homes in the region 
watered by the Skippack and Pennypack. One of these settlers was 
Christopher Wagenseil (the name was later changed to Wagenseller), 
who was living on his farm in New Hanover Township prior to 1734, 
and where he died in 1762, leaving one son and two daughters. His 
family genealogy has been compiled with those of the allied families of 
King, Orwig, Forrer, and others, and no pains have been spared to make 
it interesting and valuable to his descendants. A family chart, wills, 
church and family records and other data, and the engravings and a 
very full index add to the value of the work. The compiler, who is the 
editor and publisher of the Middleburg Post, is to be congratulated on the 
production of so attractive a specimen of bookmaking. 

Decennial Regmter of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons 
of the Revolution, 1898. 
It gives us pleasure to announce that the " Decennial Register of the 
Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution," which has been 
compiled by Mr. Ethan Allen Weaver, its secretary, will be issued in 
November. Aside from the general contents of the register, which will 
contain upwards of five hundred pages relating to the members of this 
Society; and the services of their ancestors during the war for indepen- 
dence, it will contain an historical sketch of the Society and what it has 
accomplished during the past ten years, address of Hon. Samuel W. 
Pennypacker at Valley Forge in June last, and facsimile reproductions 
of the only known contemporary map of the Valley Forge camp-ground 
and of the music " Brandy wine," played at the Meschianza in Philadel- 
phia during its occupation by the British army. Upwards of thirty 
portraits of participants in the Revolution and a handsome imprint in 
colors of the flags of this Society will further embellish the work. 

The Constitution of the Sons of the Revolution and By-Laws 

and Register of the Society in the State of New Jersey. 

Trenton, 1898. 8vo, 92 pp. 

We have received a copy of this handsome volume, which, among 

other data, contains a list of the officers and a register of the one hundred 

and thirty-six members of the Society with the valuable Revolutionary 

services^ of their ancestors. It is illustrated with numerous portraits 

and a picture of the tablet erected at Princeton. The book is printed on 

hand-made, deckel-edged paper, and bound in the attractive colors of 

the Society, — buff and blue. 
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The Family of William Penn. — I desire to announce that the series 
of papers under this title which have been appearing in the Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine since April, 1896, and which are concluded in the 
present issue, will be collected as soon as possible in a volume, with the 
illustrations which have accompanied them in the Magazine, and 
others. A limited edition only is printed from the type, and it is un- 
likely that the work will ever be reproduced. Orders are solicited. 

Howakd M. Jenkins. 

Gwynedd, Pennsylvania. 

Genealogical and Biogbaphical Memorials of the Beading, 
Howell, Yebkes, Watts, Latham, and Elkins Families. By 
Josiah Granville Leach, LL.B. Philadelphia, 1898. 4to, 286 pp. 
The handsome volume of memorials before us is the outgrowth of the 
interest of Mr. William L. Elkins, of this city, in matters of historical 
research and the preservation of family records, and the genealogical 
data which have been gathered together with so much industry, with the 
carefully compiled biographical sketches, are arranged with the skill for 
which Colonel Leach, as a genealogist, enjoys so high a reputation. Parts 
I. and II. of the work contain two complete genealogical records of the 
families of Colonel John Beading and Thomas Howell, the American 
founders of the family surnames, who settled in West Jersey between 
1682 and 1684. Both gentlemen filled important offices of honor and 
trust in the Province, as have likewise many of their descendants. 
Next follows the memorials of the family of Anthony Yerkes, who emi- 
grated from Germany about the year 1700, and first settled in German- 
town, where he was elected a burgess of the town. A few years later 
the family removed to the Manor of Moreland. The Bev. Stephen 
Yerkes, D.D., the eminent divine and professor of Hebrew and Ori- 
ental languages ; Bear- Admiral Frederick Vallette McNair, U.S.N. ; 
and the Hon. Harman Yerkes, of the Bucks County courts, are among 
his descendants. Part IV. is devoted to the Bev. John Watts, second 
pastor of the Pennepek or Lower Dublin Baptist Church, who immi- 
grated to Pennsylvania in 1686, and some of his descendants. Several 
lines of descendants of Lewis Latham, of County Bedford, England, 
Sergeant Falconer to Charles I., and the ancestor of many American 
families, are given in Part V., notably the Dungan family ; the Bev. 
Thomas Dungan being the first Baptist minister to labor in Pennsylvania, 
where he died in 1688. Part VI. comprises the memorial of the Elkins 
family. William Elkins, the first member of the family to become a 
resident of Philadelphia, was born in Virginia in 1751, where his ances- 
tor settled in 1661. In 1774 he was married, and shortly after, with his 
wife, became connected with the parish of Christ Church, in which his 
grandson William Lukens Elkins is a pew-holder. The volume is a 
handsome specimen of typographic art, and the illuminated title-page 
and the head- and tail-pieces were especially designed for it. Forty-six 
illustrations, comprising emblazoned coats of arms, seals, charts, por- 
traits, facsimiles of important letters, family seats, and commissions, and 
an index carefully prepared, form a great addition to the work. A word, 
too, must be said in commendation of the notes that are appended to the 
text, for they contain full references to the original sources of in- 
formation. 



